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Table 1. Kotzebue bird harvest estimates (number of birds), April 2012–March 2013. 

English, Iñupiaq 
Estimated Bird Harvest (number of birds) 

Reported 
harvest Spring 

Apr-Jun 
Summer
Jul-Aug 

Fall 
Sep-Oct 

Winter 
Nov-Mar

Total CIP 

Wigeon, Ugiihiq 91 0 87 0 178 38% 47 

Teal, Qaingngiq 53 0 42 0 95 38% 25 

Mallard, Kurubaisugruk 102 15 83 0 200 28% 49 

Pintail, Kurubaq 257 45 162 0 464 28% 119 

Black scoter, Tuunbaabruk 45 0 15 0 60 66% 16 

White-winged scoter 8 0 8 0 16 59% 4 

Canvasback 0 23 0 0 23 84% 6 

Scaup, Qaqjuktuuq 38 0 38 0 76 59% 20 

Common eider, Mitik 0 0 0 0 0  0 

King eider, Qifalik 4 0 0 0 4 84% 1 

Spectacled eider, Qavaasuk 0 0 0 0 0  0 

Steller's eider, Ifniqauqtuq 0 0 0 0 0  0 

Long-tailed duck (olsdquaw), Ahaaliq 38 0 0 0 38 84% 10 

Merganser, Paisugruk 0 4 0 0 4 84% 1 

Duck (unidentified) 101 0 53 0 154 29% 37 

Total ducks 737 87 488 0 1,312 19% 335 

Brant, Nibliqnaq 494 45 57 0 596 27% 158 

Canada/cackling goose, Iqsrabutilik 411 38 147 0 596 18% 158 

White-fronted goose, Qigiyuk 226 8 53 0 287 23% 76 

Emperor goose, Libliqpak 0 0 0 0 0  0 

Snow goose, Kanguq 132 0 0 0 132 45% 35 

Goose (unidentified), Tifmiaq 8 0 0 0 8 59% 1 

Total geese 1,271 91 257 0 1,619 16% 428 

Tundra swan, Qugruq 11 4 15 0 30 33% 8 

Sandhill crane, Tatirgaq 30 4 4 0 38 37% 10 

Seabirds 0 0 0 0 0  0 

Shorebirds 0 0 0 0 0  0 

Common loon, Tuutlik 0 0 0 0 0  0 

Pacific loon, Tunusulik-qaqsraup 0 0 0 0 0  0 

Red-throated loon, Qaqsrauchauraq 0 0 0 0 0  0 

Yellow-billed loon, Tuutlik 0 0 0 0 0  0 

Grebe, Subliq, sublitchauraq 0 0 0 0 0  0 

Grouse, Napaaqtuum aqargiq 0 0 0 8 8 84% 2 

Ptarmigan, Aqargiq, niqsaaqtungiq 57 26 64 1,283 1,430 20% 379 

Total birds 2,106 212 828 1,291 4,437 11% 1,162 
CIP: Confidence interval as a percentage of estimated harvests. 
Sources for Iñupiaq names: Webster et al. (1970), Burch (1985), Georgette and Loon (1993). 
 

Acknowledgments 
We thank all households that participated in this survey and shared information about their subsistence 
harvests. The Native Village of Kotzebue, especially Alex Whiting, facilitated this survey and its data 
review. Local surveyors Chelsea Hadley, Denali Whiting, Mahlon Ferreira, and Eryn Schaeffer-Newlin 
and ADF&G staff Elizabeth Mikow, Anna Godduhn, Brittany Retherford, and Loraine Navarro helped in 
data collection.   



Ta

English, 

Ducks 
Brant, Nib
Canada/c
Goose (un

Total g
Tundra sw
Sandhill c
Black-leg
Mew gull
Large gul
Gull (unid
Murre, A

Total s
Shorebird
Loons an
Ptarmigan
Other/unk

Total 
CIP: Confi
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literature 
Burch Jr., E. 

Subsiste

Godduhn, A. 
Division

Fall, J. and U
Vol. 5 A
Manage

Georgette, S. 
Fish and

Georgette, S. 
Subsiste

Naves, L. C. 
Alaska 

Webster D. H
http://w

Whiting, A. (
wildlife

able 2. Kotze

Iñupiaq 

bliqnaq 
ackling goose,
nidentified), T

geese 
wan, Qugruq 
crane, Tatirgaq
gged kittiwake 
l, Nauyatchaiq
ll, Nauyaq 
dentified) 
tpa 
eabirds 

ds 
d grebes 
ns and grouses
known bird 
eggs 

idence interval

cited 
S. (1985) Subsiste
ence, Technical Pa

R. and N. M. Brae
n of Subsistence, S

Utermohle, C. (edito
Alaska Peninsula a
ement Service, Soc

and H. Loon (199
d Game, Division 

(2000) Subsistenc
ence Technical Pap

and N. M. Braem 
Department of Fis

H. and W. Zibell (1
www.alaskool.org/L

(2006) Results of t
e, 2002–2004. Nati

Photo by Wyman M

ebue egg har

, Iqsrabutilik 
Tifmiaq 

q 

q 

s 

l as a percentag

ence production in 
aper 128.  

em (2014) Subsist
Special Publication

ors) (1995) An inv
and Arctic. Techni
cial and Economic

93) Subsistence use
of Subsistence Te

ce use of birds in t
per 260.  

(2014) Alaska sub
sh and Game Divis

1970) Iñupiat Eskim
Language/dictiona

three consecutive y
ive Village of Kotz

Meinzer, USFWS Ar

rvest estimat

Est
Spring 
Apr-Jun 

S
J

0 
147 
79 

192 
418 
34 
30 

0 
113 

4,369 
321 

0 
4,803 

0 
0 
0 

377 
5,662 

ge of estimated

Kivalina, Alaska:

tence Wildlife Har
n No. 2014-03. 

vestigation of the s
cal Report 160 of 

c Studies Unit, Anc

e of fish and wildl
chnical Paper 167

the Northwest Arct

bsistence harvest o
sion of Subsistence

mo Dictionary. Ill
aries/inupiaq/defau

years cooperating w
zebue, Harvest Su

rchive 

4 

tes (number 

timated Egg H
ummer 

Jul-Aug 
F

Sep
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

30 
0 

75 
38 
91 

234 
0 
0 
0 
0 

234 
d harvests. 

 a twenty-year per

rvests in Kotzebue

sociocultural conse
Cooperative Agre
chorage. 

life in Kotzebue, a
.  

tic region, Alaska.

of birds and eggs, 2
e Technical Paper 

ustrated by T.A. W
ult.htm. 

with Qikiqtagrugm
urvey Program.  

of eggs), Ap

Harvest (numb
Fall 
p-Oct 

Winte
Nov-M

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

rspective. Alaska D

e, Alaska, 2012–20

equences of outer 
eement 14-35-0000

a Northwest Alaska

. Alaska Departme

2012, Alaska Migr
No. 397, Anchora

Webster. Summer I

miut to understand

pril 2012–M

ber of eggs) 
er 

Mar
Total 

 0 
 147 
 79 
 192 
 418 
 34 
 30 
 30 
 113 
 4,444 
 359 
 91 
 5,037 
 0 
 0 
 0 
 377 
 5,896 

Department of Fis

013. Alaska Depar

continental shelf d
01-30622 provided

a regional center. A

ent of Fish and Ga

ratory Bird Co-Ma
age. 

Institute of Lingui

d their annual catch

March 2013. 

Repo
harCIP 

 
45% 
49% 
45% 
27% 
75% 
59% 
84% 
84% 
30% 1

43% 
84% 
27% 1

 
 
 

59% 
26% 1

h and Game Divis

rtment of Fish and 

development in Al
d to Minerals 

Alaska Departmen

ame, Division of 

anagement Counci

istics, Inc. Fairban

h of selected fish a

orted 
rvest 

0 
39 
21 
51 

111 
9 
8 
8 

30 
1,178 

95 
24 

1,335 
0 
0 
0 

100 
1,563 

sion of 

Game, 

laska. 

nt of 

il. 

nks. 

and 


